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[S.S. 1020;2.] 

Minutes of 14th Monthly Meeting. 

H eld at H eadquarters , Hoyal Air Force, on Thur. day, 5tb September, 1918. 

Presiding : Lieut.-Colonel H . Blackburn, M.C. , of H.Q., R.A.F. 

PTesent : Major P e1Lrce (H.Q., R.A.F.), Captain Wain (H .Q. , R .A.F. ), llfajor Worswick (H.Q. , R.A.F.), 
Lieut.-Col. •Forbes (Air Ministry), Major H artley (Air Ministry), Lieut. Douglas (M.G.O. , 1st Brigade), Captain 
Sutton (M.G.O., 2nd Brigade), Lieut. W ood (M.G.0., 2nd ·wing), Cap t. Middl emass (M.G.O., 3rd Brigade), Capt. 
Swoffer (M.G.O., 5th Brigade), Capt. Groom (M.G.O., 9t.h Brigade), Capta,in Mi.li er (M.G.O. , 10th Brigade), Li eut. 
Horan (Repair P ark, l / ASD), Lieut. R eynolds (Reception Park , 1/ASD), Li eut. Cad man (Repu,ir Park , 2 /ASD), 
Li eut. Lonsdale (Sto re8, No. 1 A. D .), Captain Vernon ( tores, 2 / AD) , Major Thomas, 3rd Aircrnft Park. 

'l1he meeting proceeded b,Y go ing through the J\tJin11 tes nf tho last meet ing, :md tak ing each item 
in t urn for furth er comment . 

Ca:mera Guns.-Major Pearce stated that mountings harl been m ade and supplied to all S .E.5 
and Camel Squ adrons, also that mount ings \\·e1·e no11· being n 1acl e for Bristol P igbter Squadrons, the 
fitting and position of whi ch was exp lain ed to th0 m eet ing. 10th B rigade stated that t he O.C. 
88 Squadron would not hear of the camera gun being fittecl to tho centre section struts, as these were 
not strong enough to stand the :train. 3rd Brigaile s tuterl t hat 11 Squadron bad used the camera 
gun in thi s position ever since Bristol Fighter · came out, and h ad n ever h ad any trouble . 

3rd Brigade stated tu at the mounting for S .E. G's was not considered a very great improvement 
as it took . uch a long t ime to fix and sight correctly, and suggested th at some adjustm ent should 
be made in the stern holding the brass attachmeut which acts as th e gun barrel, to give verti cal and 
lateral adjustment. T.he only other m ethod was by aclju ·ting the Nieuport Clip and so spoil the align
m ent for the L ewis gun. 

There were no complaints from other Brigade . 

10th Brigade asked if t ime expired m achines could not be alloted to Squadrons for Gunnery 
Training, and so save all the trouble of changing gL\ns, sight. , etc . The President stated that thi s 
was not to be recommended in view of th e dang:; t· of crashes, etc ., but promised to bring the 
point forward. 

Mod ified Control Attachment for " B " 'l'yz;c Res ervoir " C.C." Gear.-The n ecessity for the 
!'lmril inry spring wa" di f:CUf:f:en . J1; IVftS stat.<>rl t,h:i !;, in ,:nn1P <'n ~es tb e. orig inal " mn11sP-trnp" spring 
was considered good enough, and it was decided that the use of th e extra spring should be left to 
the di scretion of Squadrons. Major Hartley stated that there was a large number of these extra 
springs in stock at h ome, and it was agreed that these should be sent out to France, 
and Squadrons could have them on demand if desired. 

L7l1ninous Sights for N ight Flyi11g Sq1w.clrons.-M.ajor Pearce. tatecl that s ights that are required 
to be illuminat ed should be sent in to tlJ e Hepair P ark, wh ere tli ey would be done properly. 

Major P earce stated, for the informat ion of Colonel Forbes , that illuminat ed s ights of the 
electri c type were not requi red by th e E .F . Th is hacl already been s tated in letters . 

L ewis Gun Extra.ctors .-3rd Brigade produ ced two sam pl es of two-p iece extractors tha t h ad 
cons istently given tro uble in fa ulty extraction arnl no extraction at all. Th ese had been thoroughly 
t est ed by the B. l\.'.LG.O. himself , who found the complaint quite genuin e . Oth er extractors issued 
to bim had workea perfect ly a1]cl g iven no troubJ e whatever. 

5th Brigade quoted one case of one pi ece of an extractor pulling out. Oth erw ise everything 
0.K., and very satisfactory. England h ad been asked to make the lip on thi s e;x tractor at right 
angles . 

On the whole everyone is sat isfi ed with th e two-pi ece extractor. 

Adj1istable Loading Handl es.- 5th Brigade stated that th ose sent th em for tri al were in every 
way satisfactory, and very adaptable. 9th Brigade sta ted that some h ad been t ri ed in No . <13 
Squadron (Snipes) , being u. eel fu lly extended, and were quite sati sfactory. 

Major Hartley asked for a decision as to whether th e h andles should be of 8 or 10 gauge 
material. 

Major P earce asked th at a further 50 of th ese acljnstable handles, of 8 gauge mater ial, should 
be sent out in order that they m ay be thoroughly tested before being fin ally passed. These to 
be sent out as soon as possible with a v iew to getting a fin al report on their suitab ility , etc., by 
the next meet ing. 

5th Bri gade asked if" B " type h andles could be fltterl on D.H.9 machines instead of the 
Cox type. This will be clone . 

S ighting on D.H.9 's.-This question was agri in raised. . 

Major H artley stated that in England they h ad overcom e the difficulty of the sighting being 
fo uled by the cow]jng, '·by elevating the guns about '1 cl e~rees, approximately {" at th e rear and 
i " at t he front. Mrichines should be received shortl y with guns so fi tted . 

(P.T.O. 

l 



Leather Was hers fo r " C.C. " Genera.tor P'isf;ons.--1\Iajor P earce stated that three special 
sample had been received from England and been di stributed, one to 1/ A.SD Repai.r Park a?d. ., 
t11·0 to 2nd B t·igade. Li eutenant Horan stated tlmt so far no tro~1ble bad been experienced w1t~1 
bis, and Captain Sutton stated that the two amp les h e had received were not m uch better, 1f 
any, t han other leather washers we h ave already had. The same trouble was experienced with 
them getting very hard . 29 Squadron still prefer the composition washer , and it is considered · 
by t hem that the trouble of part icles wearing off and interfering with .the working of the gear 
would not apply in connection tvith the generator washer . Some Brigades had fo und that the 
suggestion of using an ordinary and a reservoir washer fOr the generator piston , worked qmte well. 

It was suggested that gear washers sh ould be made of oil-treated leather. Tho~e. at present 
suppli ed from England are too h ard. Major Pearce askecl that supplies of compos1t1on washers 
for th e " B " type generator should be sent out by England, until such time as the prgblem of the 
leather washer is satisfactorily settl ed. Two thousand have been ordered . 

Prideaux Links.-Tyves mark "M.S. " and·' W.M. " reported on as giving a lot of troubl e . 
l\ft\jor Pearce stated that thi s had already been inLimated to England in several letters. A com 
plaint b ad also been rnce ivecl from the Independent l•'orce on some samples of the " Bak-fin " 
type which were rough on th e inside and fi tted the cnrtl'idge case too tightly. 'l' hi s was also 
being forwarded to England . Links marked " P " seemecl to be the most satisfactory of al l 
types s11ppliecl . 

3rd Brigade reported th at cases of links were still aniving with th e contents very much mixed 
as regal'ds makes of links, otherwise the packing genernlly 11·ns quite sati sfactory . Major Hart ley 
stated that the matter of packing the different m akes of links separately had already been t aken 
up .i n E ngland , and the effect of this would be felt in clue course. 

Ca111 el Sights .- Major Pearce stated th at one s ight had been stanc1ardized for use on Cam el 
machines. This is called the " No. ·g Sight " (as now used on L e Rhone Camel machines) and .. 
suppli es can be bad on demand from depots . • 

Standard Lubricators for " C.C." Gencrat ors .-A. sample lubricator, now standard for all 
" C.C. " generators, was shown to the meeting, and Major H artley st ated that supplies are now 
available . · 

87Jare ' ' C. C. '' Gears .-Major Pearce stated that complete ' ' C. C. '' p'ipe lin es and fittings 
were being mad.e up in England for all t ypes of machines, but these will not be available for 
some t ime yet . 

De H avilland Ta-ii, G1l'n Moimting,-There was some di scuss ion as regards the suitability of 
th e tail gun for De Havill and 4 m achines , a11d it was agreed th at the fitting of this gun mounting , 
etc., should for the prese11t be optional and at the di scretion of Squadron Commanders so far as 
De H avilla.nd 4 mach ines n,re concern ed. 

Gamel Ammimition Boxes .-lOth Brigade rep orted t rouble in 4 AFC Squadron with ammunition 
boxes being too weak. They slip off th e bracket which supports them and are wrenched away 
from the gun, which means that cartridges fall into the machine and get into th e controls. To 
overcome th is a small angle plate had been fitted at the bottom of the box and steel strength ening 
at the top. 

This was not ?'eneral in oth er Camel Sq uadrons , ancl Major Hartley stated th at if parti culars 
of the machines con cerned could be obtain ed, the mutter wo uld be taken up with the makers. 

Mo del Aero7Jlan es .-5th Brigade asked wheth el' suppli es of m odel enemy aeroplanes coulrl 
he obtained for training purposes . Tb e J)resicl en t . tnted tlrnt thi s was being taken up with th e A 
D irector of Train ing. .. 

Tra.nsport for Wing . M.G.O. s .-This q11 estion was raised by Brigade gunners, as it was very 
necessary that Wing Gunnery Officers should h ave some means of transport in order t o carry ou t 
hi s duties , whi ch meant visiting the B alloon Sections in his area as well as Squaclrons. Th e 
l)res iclent sa id that this matter would be t aken up in the prnper quarter, meanwhile Brigades were 
to make th eir own arrangements in this connection. 

B elt Loading Mac h·ines.-The standard Maxim belt fill er will be modifi ed for this purpose, and 
instructions will be issued t.o Brigades showing th ese modifi cations . 
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