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.AHMY H.Q. 
11th June, 1917. 

EXTRACTS FROM T H E E XPERIE N CES OF T H E 
.- · 

SIXTH GERMAN ARMY I N THE EMPLOYMENT 

OF THE ' 08/'15 LIGHT MACHINE GUN. 

Excellent results can be obtained wit h the 'W:3 / '15 light m achin e g 11 n , wh en handled by m en 
thoroughly fa miliar with thi s weapon ftncl its use, and com1nctnded b.Y ol'liuers po::;::;ess ing a det ailed 
knowledge of the conditions favo urable for its emplo,Y ment in action. 

Sufficient use has not yet been m ade of thi s weapon, for its issue was delayed, and the m en 
h ave not yet received the indispensable t echnical instrnction. 

There is urgent need for '08 / '15 light m achine g11ns to be is::; ucd for instructional purposes 
t o the infantry regiments of resting division::;. F lll'thermore, not only t he No . 1, but also the t1ro 
other gun numbers should can y rifles, so t bat, in th u event of the machine gun being out of 
action, the fighting value of these three m en is not entirely lost. 

TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT. 

In the t renches, the '08/ '15 light m achine gun should always be stationed close to the 
platoon commander , who will tell th e gunners ,~~h at pos ition to take up. ~rhe battalion comm ander 
should maintain a reserve of '08 / '15 light machine guns in view of coun ter- attacks. 

'fhe '08 / '15 m achine guns should be employ ed inde_pende t ly of the '08 machine guns of the 
machine gun r.ompanies, and should be sited accordingly . 

11hey should be posted in the front line, either in s oles or in one of a number uf 
altPnrntive positions reconno.itred :in advance. 'l ' l1iey ne< be dj stributecl by platoons, b11 t 
parti cular stress should be laid on flanking aml cross fir , ,y should not Ii.re over the b each; ,.r 
of the infantry, and, consequently, they sh ould only be i between the first and second line::; r" 
in very exceptional cases . Frequent changes uf position c be m ade , in order to deceive th J '-f\ 
enem y as to their location and to i;h elter them as long as ·ible from ar t illery fire and fro ~ 
aeroplane observation. . . ~ 

'rheir mobility in a shell-hole area, the facility with which they can be hidden from aerial an_,~ 
grnund observation and their general h andiness can only thus be fully utilized. Sap-heads providL~ 
excellent cover for single guns against surprise bu rsts of fire. , '--, 

Good results can. also be obtained against fl eet ing targets (working parties at n ight, carriers, 
etc.) , reconnoitring patrols and troops moving to the assault; short burst s of harassing fire have 
proved very effective. 

When employing the '08f'l5 light machine 'gun, it should, however, be bom!') in mind that its 
accuracy is strictly limited . It should n ever be entirely substituted for infantry, but, on th e 
contrary , the latter must realize th at the '08 / '15 light machine gun is only a means whereby the 
infantry can in crease tLeir volume of fire. B y reason of its m echanical defects, the '08/ '15 light 
machine gun can never entirely take the place of the '08 machine gun . 

F or mobile defence, the '08 / '15 light machine gun i::; indispensable . It is posted either in the 
foremost line, or in front of the latter in m achine gun nests and in shell holes . I n addition , 
owing to its rapid rate of fire, it affords the infantry iu the front line a certa in amount of moral 
suppoi't . 

I n t he attack, when ski lfully handled and judiciously post ed, the '08 / '15 light mach ine gun 
contr ibutes a valuable increase to the volum e of li re . lt can advance with the first wave of the 
assault and engage portions of the enem y's trcnphes where our attack is held up . This demands 
initiative . Consequ ently , in action it should be c.lose to the platoon commander, so that the latter 
can employ it at the right place at a moment' s notice . 

In raids, t he '08 / '15 light maehine gun can be usefully employed to protect the fl anks of the • , 
infantry attack and in s upport of the latter. It should not be taken prematurely up to a newly-
won position , and then only when bombing has s topp c~d. In t he meantime, it shou ld be kept in 
front of the enemy 's trench, and the g:rnuncl towards the enemy should be observed for 
remunerative targets. Ollce posted in the enemy's trench, its duty will be to protect the flanks 
and to repel counter-attacks . In the latt er case, it is absolutely e. sential . to protect the '08/ '15 
JigLt machine gun by bombing parties. :Provided thu gunners arc in training, the '08/ '15 light 
mach_in e gun . ca~ kee~ up ~'_ith . the infantry .. 'fhere is no d~)Ubt whate ver as to its being 
suffi c iently fign for this purpose-. ·Complete with fi lled water Jacket , belt drum and sling it 
weighs 481 lbs . ' ' 



... 

The '08 machine gun, which weighs 55 lbs. complete w:ith filled water jacket on an " assault- '" 
mounting, has been frequently employed in assaults . 

The ammunition expenditure is not excessive when the '08/ '15 light rpachine gun 'is judiciously 
employed, for 1,200-1,500 rounds should suffice. Fire should Qot be continuous , but should be 
concentrated on specially remunerative targets. 'rlrn maximum expenditure reported is 5,000 
rounds. The longest burst of fire amounted to 250 rounds. . 

Command, as regards both tactical employment and armniinit fo n silpply , should be exercised 
by the infantry company commander. 

The regimental machine gun officer is .only responsible for the upkeep of '08/ '15 machine 
guns when they are not in action. For this reason, the ammunition supply of the '08 / '15 light 
machine guns should be quite independent of that of the '08 machine guns . Moreover, the latter 
will usually be posted between the lines or behind the front line trench. 

It should be a point of honom with all men from t ile infan try , detailed as ammunition carriers 
for '08/ '15 light machine guns, to return all empty boxes and belts to the ammunition depot near 
battalion headquarters. 

The men should be. drilled so as to acqu ire tbis bab~t. 

TRAINING. 

The '08/ '15 light machine gun can only be used to ad vantage by a trained machine gunner, 
who mus t be thorough ly versed in all the details of the mechanism and not baffled by stoppages . 

Above all , machine gunners should be instru ct.eel to carry out the following duties:
Setting up the gun quickly in a shell hole, without fouling the barrel. 
Changing lock and barrel when sit ting in a shell hole. 
Loading under the most unfavourable conditions, and in cramped positions . 
Crawling along, carrying the gun, and jmnping from one shell hole to another, carry· 

ing the gun slung. 

'l'he machine gunner must be convinced th at l1 is weapon ren ders him in 11 0 wise less mobile 
than the infantry, and this couy.ic' · n m ust be strengthened by constan t drill and practice in 
jumping. Promptitude and initiai, will be eneouraged, as well as a certain tactical " sense " 
when faced with various situations o achieve this, it is absolutely essential to carry out detailed 
manreuvres conjointly with the in1 

\ 

Only under the above eonditio 'ull use be made of this v ery exceU. ent weapon. 

GEN~RAL 8'l'AFF (IN'l'EI,LIGENCE) , 

GENERAL HEADQUAR'l'ERS. 

16th September, 1917. 
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