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STANDING ORDERS F OR THE OFFl CER COMMANDING TRAIN. 
1. (a) It is always of the highest importanc to concil iate the inhabitants of the country where 

trQops happen to be, and st ill more is it necessary to repress sternly any tendency to commit offences 
against the persons or property of our All ies. 

The Officer in cha.rge of the train will be held personally responsible should be fail to maintain 
discipline, and for any loss or damage t o proper t·:v caused by the troops on th e tra.in under his 
command. On the other hand be will be suppor ted in any lawful action be may think necessary to 
t ake to main tain disc ipline. On assuming comm and of t lie tra.in he will bring to t he notice of all 
ranks the next sub-paragraph and paragraph 2. 

(b ) Should any Offi cer , N . C.~ ., or man commit an offence of a serious nature, e.g., for~e a sentry, 
or wilfully refuse to obey an order, theft, etc., he will be immediately placed in close arrest in charge 
of the guard. A telegram will then be sent to the R.T.O. at the next large station or t11e station 
of destination. The. Base, Administrative, or Area Commandant (as the case Olay be) of that place 
will then arrange to take over the accused and detain the witnesses on the arrival of the train, and 
will assemble a F.G.C.M. for his t rial. 

The names of large stat ions on the L. of C., where there are Commandants, are given in the 
m argin of this Order*, I nformat ion regarding those in Army Areas can be obtained from R.T.O.s. 

(c) l n the case of an Officer, N.C .O ., or man who otherwise would detrain at a.n 1 intermediate 
s tation, he will be sent on under escort to the nRares t B ase or Railhead , together with all th" 
necessary witnesses. The accused will be wamed that application bas. been made for his tr ial, and 
will be asked if be wishes to call any witnesses, a.nd these and the witnesses for the prosecution will · 
be warned to s tand by on arrival of the train at the B fise or Railhead , and not to leave t he- stat ion 
wit liout a writ ten order from the Base or Administrative Commandant concerned or a Staff Offi cer. 
If t he R. T.O. or a French civilian is required as witness, a signed ·statement will be obtained, aml 
t heir at t endance will be arranged for subsequent ly. 

(cl ) If a similar offence is committed by a N:wal Officer or Naval R ating an immediate ingillJ;y 
wi ll be held on the spot by t he Offi cer Commandi:.ig t rain o,i· an Officer deputed by him . A short 
written record of the inquiry must be made which should contain (1) a summary of the evidence of 
th e witnesses, (2) a report that such evidence was taken in the presence of the offender and that the 
offender was given an oppor tunity of asking any questions or making any statement , (3) any state- _-:: 
ment made by the offender. 

If the duration of the halt ii! not sufficient to enable such enquiry to be completed at t he place of 
occurrence, the evidence of any local witnesses should be taken at once , and the inquiry should be 
compl<'t.ed in the course of the journey., . , 

The record and a statement of the opinion of the Officer holding t he inquiry. should then be 
forwarded to the Base or Administrative Commandant at the plsi-ce of detrainment. 

If necessity arises a Na val Officer or R ating m ay be placed and kept in arrest until t aken over by 
t he Naval authorit ies.-

2. The Senior Officer on the train is held personally resp<msible that all ranks, before departure, 
are made acquainted with the following Orders :~ 

(a) No man is to travel on the top of, or on the steps of, a vehicle. 
(b) No Officer or man is to be allowed to travel on the engine or in the compartment or 

brake van set apart for the Railway Staffs. - · 

AB.f~OURT. 

AB~ILLE. 
BOU.LOG NE. 
BREST. 

(c) No man is allowed to leave the train at any but authorized stopping places, and only 
then on the order being given by the O.C. Train . . 

(d) No beer , wine , or spirits will be allowed on the train. 
(e) Any man left behind at a Station will report at once to the R.T.O. If there is no 

·R.T.O. he will report to the Chef de Gare or French Official in charge of the Station. 
CALAIS. 
CHERBOUR G . 
D IEPPE . 
ETAPLES. 
H A VRE. 
MARSEI LLES. 
P A R I S. 
ROUEN. 
TROUVILLE. 

(j) When the train is moving all carriage doo'rs must be kept closed. 
(g) The I ron Ration is on no account to be touched. 
(h) Under no circumstances areJ ations (drawn by troops for subsistence during the 

journey) to be destroyed, thrown away, or given away. 
(i) All Station Refreshment Rooms and Buffets are Out of Bounds for all ranks. 
(j) Bottles and other ar'iicles are not to be thrown out of the windows; any rubbish 

should be put under the seats. 
(k ) No braziers or fires whatever are allowed in, or hanging from, V?hicles occupied by 

troops. 
(l) No candles or other naked lights are to be used, nor is :making allowed, in wagons 

containing any inflammable material. · · 
(m.) No British Officer, soldier, or civilian is allowed to join the train without the 

authority in writing of the R.T.O. 
(n) In trucks carrying horses the door on the right, when facing in the direction the 

t rain is moving, must always be kept closed. · 

PROCEDURE TO.BE ADOPTED IN THE EVENT OF THEFTS OR OTH ER 
I RR E GULARITI ES OCCURRING. 

3. (a) Enquiries.-Tbe nat ure of the irregularity should be investigated at once , and eve:cy 
effort made to identify the names and units of individuals concerned. Should the suspected 
off enders be on a train that has left the s~ation before tbe irregula.rity is detected, a message by 
telephone or .' ' Priority wir~ ' ' will be sent to ~he 0 C. of the train at t he next stop. 

' 

• 



-

• 

(b ) Preliminary Report .- In cases where the O.C. Traip _does l'lOt t ake the action r~quired_ by 
paragraph 1 (b), J;i.e will on receiving complaints against Briti sh Troops, mak~ out_ an . immediate 
rep ort on Army Form vV3706, which can be obtained from any R. T.O . The followmg informat10n 
sh ould be giv en :-

(i .) Nature of irregularity (brief). 
(ii.) Date. 

(iii.) Time. 
(iv .) P lace or Stat ion. 
(v. ) Tr ain number or descr iption . 

(vi.) Startin g point of train. 
(vii. ) Names and rni ts of offenders, 01· sus

pected offenders, or in th e case of 
complete fa ilure to ident ify , a list of 
units on the train . 

(viii.) 

(ix.) 

(x. ) 

(xi .) 

~rime of report of irregularity, and by 
whom mflde. 

Destin at ion of O.C. Train and unit he is 
going to join. · 

W hether copy of Standing Orders was 
banded to O.C. Train ·at the entrain 
ing station. 

What disciplinary act ion h as been taken, 
if any. 

(c) Submission of First Report .-Tbe report made by the 0 .C. Train m ust be handed over either 
to the R. T. O. on t he spot , i{ there is one, or to the H.T.O. at t he nearest station where his papers are 
examined, who wi11 at once forward it to the Headquarters of th e Army or L . of C. Area to which the 
troops are going·. . 

(d) French Procedure.-The folfowing instructions have been given by the F ren ch G.Q.G. to 
the French Hail way Autborit ie in respect of such cases :-

(i .) The Comm issai.re M ilitaire or Station Ma ter concerned will at on ce advise thr 
British Officer in ch arge of t roops on tl1e train , and will ask him to make enquiric . 

(i i.) Should inegulurit,ies be dfocoverod a fter a tra in of Brit ish Troops has ~eft, th e 
Com missairn l\fili tu ire or t he .S lat ion l\lfoster should immediately warn t he Commissaire 
'.ll'Ii li taire of tL e S tat ion where t be train next stops , asking him t o infor m t he O.C. Train of 
the incident . 

4. H e will ascertain before. starting that th ere are on the t rain t he proper r ations for tb e 
journey , and wi ll enslU'e t hat th e rat ions provided on the trains , in addit ion to t he unexpended 
portion of the day's rations, are only consumed at t he proper ra te, viz ., one day's ra tions for each 
d:1,y of th e journey. 

5. He 'ilrill see th at his compartment is indicaited by a label. 
6. H e will tell off t wo G'uards (strength at discretion), which will be located jn separate vehicles 

from t he rest of the m en (one at each end of t he t rain) . 
One or more Officers will be detailti9, to each Guard . 
Th e duties of tb e Guards are as follows:-

On anival at an auth orized stopping place, t hey will detrai:o before any other men 
l.eav.e the carriages. Sentries will be posted at once on all exits , rd reshment rooms, 
l atrin~s , washing places , and any points indicated by the H .T.O ., to warn men \.vh en time 
for dep arture is drawing near. They wi ll see t hat men do not straggle, and that no men 
leave the station on any pretext . If tLe journey is a long one, arrangements will be mad<~ 
to relieve the Guards en roi1.te. '!.'hey will rem ain armed and equipped throughout their 
period of duty, except that packs m ay be removed . 

7. H e will see that a N.C.O. 01; senior soldier is placed in charge of each vehicle; thi~ N .C.O. or 
; enior soldier should at once nscertain the names of the men in hi.s canin,ge and 'detail two m en , onr 
to each s ide of the carr iage or truck, t o assist him in carrying out the train order», nnd see t hat no 
·unauthorized persons enter ·the compartment . I n t he event of a ny m an being miss ing he will repor t 
to the O.C. Train at th e fu·st available opportunity. 

8. In the event of any m an being missing, he will repor t tLe name and the num ber and t he 
regiment of the man to the R.T. O. at the next sto pping stat ion, st ating when the m an left the tra in. 
11be arms and accoutremen ts of missing men will be handed over t o the R.T .O. 

9. He will receive from. the R.'r .O. a form shewl.ng the time Lis train is due. to anive at and 
depart from each baiting place . 

10. H e will ·see tl:iat . ~t the h alt ing places uJI men are warned of the lengtl1 of th e h alt, and 
ordered to p arade outside their carriages five minu tes ~efore the train i. due to start. 

11. If he finds it necessary to issue rations, 01· to perform any 01J.1er services which m ay cause 
delay at any but the aut hor ized stopping places , he \Yill at once inform t he R.T.O. 

SPECIAL RULES FOR TRAINS PROCEEDING WITH DETAILS OF REINFORCEMENTS. 
12. H e will airrange with the H.. T.O. to place all the men belonging to each formation in t !iL: 

same part of the train . 
13. He will issue the necessary orders to the senior Officer or Non-commis ioned Officer of 

each formation. \ 
'• 14. H e should note th a.t t he Train Couduc't ing Officer is th e representative of the R ailwa1· 

Service, and as such is entirely responsible for all details in connection wi th t.he con trol of t he trai~ 
as regards ·ba.lts , a.nd arro.ngements necessary during halts. This 'l' .C.O . will act as S taff Office r 
to the O. C. Train, but if he (the 'l' .C. 0.) is the Senior Officer in the train, he will perform the 
duties of both " 0 .C. Train" and " Staff Officer." 

15. He (or ·l;he '1.1 .C. O., if there is one) will invariably 'give the °List of Person~el to the 
D.A. D .R. T . or R. 'l.' .O. at . the detrainment reguh~t ing st ation . 

16 . . R e (or the T .C. O., if there is one) wi ll carry the yellow feuille for all p ar t ies trnYellin a 
in his train , and will dcl.iver these t o Lhe D.A.D .R. '1'. at tl1 e detraiument regulating stat ion whe .~ 
he will receive t he reconsigned (or ;new ff:l uill es) for t lw shGion beyond. -· I• . 
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17. At halting places he should warn the Officer or N .C. O. in charge of each party t o assure 
himself that all bis men are on board, and to report to the O.C. Train Guard before the train 
leaves. 

18. He will repoi:t to the D .A. D .R.T. at the regulating station where the train is sp lit up, 
the nurnLe1i of missing men, if any. • 

19. He should note that Movement Orders should always be carried separately for Divisions 
or for Corps troops by the Officer or N .C. O. in charge of each party, and should be delivered by him 
to the RT.O. at the station at which each party detrains. 

20. Iron R ations will be distributed to pa11t ies on arrival at r ailheads. The O.C. Train 
should warn the Officer 9r N .C. O. in command of each party that he ' is responsible that any Ir011 
H.ations remaining over after this distribut ion toaether with all surplus ordinary rations, are 
collected and handep over by him tci the Railh~actSupply Officer, on arrival at destination, otherwis<~ 
to the R.T.O. 'l'o ensure compliance with this oi:der , no morfl tins of meat, loaves .of . bread, or 
biscuits, should be distributed at one time than are required for a single m eal. 

21. 'rhe Draft Conducting Officers will hand over to t he Officer ta.king over t he Draft at 
R ailhead a statement shewing the number of Iron Rations issued to the men, and certifying that. 
the men of the Draft have been wa.rned collectively of the consequences to which they render 
themselves liable by disposing' of the Iron Ration. I ' 

GENERAL H EADQUARTERS, 

25th April, 1917 . 

G. H. FOWI\E, Lient.-General, 
Adjutant· General. 
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