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M OF SQUARING MAPS. 

A.-USE OF MAP SQUARES. 
1. Designation of square.-Gel'man sqnal'ed maps are divided into kilometre 

sq ua l'es; each of t hese is identified by a 4-figure nnmbel', of which the two first figures denote 
i ts position in the ve t·Gica l sen se, and the two last in the. horizontal sense . 
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FIG. 1. 

Thu s, in Fig. 1, th e sq uare is called 324il ; 32 is called its vertica l number and 43 its 
horizontal number. 

For wireless messages, this 4-figme number may bo abbrevi ated to 2 figures, in which 
case the square is known as 23, the 2nd a nd 4th figures being taken. 

2. Identificatio n · of points.- Ther e a re three authorized me thods of identifyin A 
poin ts with in t be squ arn. These methods ~re respectively employed fol' the identification of :- 1 ~ 

(a) E nemy batteri es. ~ 
(b) "Reference points" in German or in enemy trenches. 
(c) Othe r points. · , 

(a) Enemy batteries.-Batteries , which have been confirmed by aeroplane photograph~ 
a nd have been noted by the Gei·mans as active, a re allotted a letter. Within each map square, 
lette rs are used in a lph abetical order, but, in order to avoid confusion, t h e letters a, b, c , d, e, 
sand u are not used. If the m are more than 18 batteries in a square, f 1 , g 1 , etc., a re used. 

Batte ri es are iden tifi ed by th e squarn number, followed by the letter allotted, as st a t ed 
a bove. 'L'hus, in Fig. 1, the baLte ry would be known as 32-±3f, or, ::i.bbreviated for \\;ireless, as 23f. 

Tl1 is method gi ves no indi c~Ll ion of the position of the battery within the square, bnt 
pres npposes the possess ion of a map on \\·hich the bat ter y le tters are marked. 

(b) "Reference p o ints" in German o r in enemy trenches.-Each "reference 
point" is identifi ed by a 4-figure number, wliich d(motes i ts posit ion in the square. This 
number is based on a rough co-ordirni t e system similar to ou r own, but tl1e co-ordinates ·are 
m e:1s nred from tbe N.vV. corner, east and south. 

Th e method can be undel'stooc1 best by studying Fig. 2. 
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FIG. 2, 
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Point A is ca l! P.d 4196; point B 41i92 . The 4 in the hol'izontal row 0£ numbers 40, 41, 
42 is t h e 2nd fi g llt'e of the hol'i zontn,l nnmbel', 54, of the sqtrnre. Th e 9 in the 
vert ical r ow of numbel's is th e 2nd fig ll re of the ve l' t ica l number 2900. 

To find the position of n, poin t , recon stru ct th e square in im agination, thus:-
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Th e Gel'm an in strllctions are th a t the numbers a llot ted to "reference points" in Germa n 
tren ches should be pl'inted in red a nd those a.I lotted to" r efel'ence poin ts" in enemy trenches 
should be prin ted in blue (Blaupunkte) . "Referen ce points " shou ld not be shown in such 
qu antities as to obscllre the clearness of the m ap. A number once given to a point should not 
be ch ~tnged . 

(c) Other points.-For the identifi<la tion of points other than enemy batteries O L' the 
"refe rence points " described above , the square is divided (in imagina,tion or by a trncing) into 
25 small squares numbered 1 to25; each of these small squares is s ub-divided into foul' quarters , 
lettered a, b, c , d. 
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Thll s-,- in 'Fi g. 4, point C wollld be denoted within tb e sqLHt l'e by 14. cl . To identify it 
absolu~ the number of the squ a re would have to be given too, thu s , 3056.14.d. 

B .- CONVENTIONAL SIGNS. 
A r eprodu ction of th e universal convention al signs la id down fol' use on maps iss ued by 

German Armies is being issu ed separ a t ely as S.S .61 8a, "Germ an Conventional Signs , No. 2." 

T be convention a.l signs fol' un it s and tl1 e va l'ious Ly pes of guns are given in S.S.618, 
" German Convention al Signs." 

C.-SCALES. 
It is laid down that the fo llowin g sca les , from 1/25,000 npwaril s , will be employed m 

German Armies in fut ure :-
1/25,000 (in the 4th Anny, 1/20,000). 
1/10,000. 
1/5,000. 

In excep t ional case:;, :;cales of ovel' 1/ 5,000 m ay be sanctioned. 

GENERAL 8'l'AFF t!N'l'ELLIGENCE) , 

GENE RAL HEADQUARTEHS , 

Jst J w 1e, 1918. 
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